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  THOMAS TEO, Ph.D. 
English-born, Austrian-reared Dr. Thomas Teo is a full professor in history and theory of psychology at York University in 

Toronto, Canada, where he joined the faculty in 1996. Driven by curiosity in theories of human subjectivity, Dr. Teo 

completed his MSc and Dr. phil. in psychology at the university of Vienna. After a postdoc and research work in Berlin he 

moved to York where he now teaches and supervises ethnically diverse graduate and postdoctoral students. Examining 

the globalization of psychology, Dr. Teo applies his international experiences to his role as current editor of Division 24's 

Journal of Theoretical and Philosophical Psychology and to co-authoring a textbook on A Critical History and Philosophy 

of Psychology in diverse contexts. He edited and collaborated with psychologists from around the world to produce a 4-

volume Encyclopedia of Critical Psychology. As current president of the International Society for Theoretical Psychology, 

he continues in working on the internationalization of psychology. A cyclist, hiker, and extensive traveler, Dr. Teo 

enjoyed visits to Texas, Denmark, Estonia, Brazil, Chile, Quebec, and Hawaii in the past year alone. 

 

(Interviewed by Cidna Valentin Ph.D., Div52 ECP Member) 

Learn more 
 

 

  CIDNA VALENTIN, Ph.D. 
Cidna's academic journey in psychology began at Hampton University, where she received her bachelor's degree before 

completing a master's program in Clinical Psychology at Teachers College, Columbia University. Cidna is a recent 

graduate of the Clinical Psychology PhD Subprogram at the City University of New York (CUNY). She is presently 

completing a postdoctoral fellowship at CUNY, where she is involved with the university's initiative in Haiti. As a Haitian-

American, she finds her work meaningful and is exploring various ways to extend her training in psychology to the 

communities she serves in Haiti. Cidna was introduced to members of division 52 in 2009 and recently joined the ECP 

committee. She is also active in Division 39 (Psychoanalytic Psychology), serving on the Multicultural Concerns and the 

International Relations Committees. Given her training and professional experiences, Cidna is developing deep interest 

in global mental health and community-based psychological interventions, particularly in the context of under-resourced 

communities. Outside of work, Cidna loves to travel, read, paint, and spend time with her large extended family in the 

US and Haiti.  
 

 (Interviewed by Alena Zhuravleva, B.A., Div52 Student Member) 
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  ALENA ZHURAVLEVA, B.A.  
Alena Zhuravleva graduated with a bachelor's degree in psychology from the People's Friendship Russian University in 

2013 and works now on her master's degree in social psychology. She chose the field of psychology because she is 

fascinated by combining mathematics and the social sciences, research and practice. She is interested in the topics of 

self-actualization, well-being, creativity, and coping strategies, but her current research is focused on the subculture of 

Russian live action role-players. She wants to know how Russians differ from players in other countries. Indeed she 

would be grateful to be contacted by psychologists in the division who have knowledge about role-players in North 

America or other geographical contexts. She joined Division 52 because of its cultural diversity and in order to establish 

contact and collaborations with psychologists from around the globe. She believes in her heart that internationalization 

will make psychology a better discipline. Outside of academia she works as a teacher of English in a Child Development 

Center; she enjoys rock music as well as traveling that provides her with opportunities to understand different cultures 

and peoples.  

 

 (Interviewed by Thomas Teo, Ph.D., Senior Member of Div52) 
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