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   JAMES STATMAN Ph.D. 

Dr. James Statman graduated from Yeshiva University in 1970 with a degree in Social Psychology. While working at 
Catholic University as an Assistant Professor he became increasingly involved in providing volunteer services to 
alternative, street-based youth programs. In 1975, he left academia to assume a position directing a national program 
supporting more than 50 community-based shelters for runaway and homeless youth.  For the next decade he planned, 
directed and evaluated numerous U.S.-based programs for marginalized and at-risk youth populations, which segued 
into work on USAID-supported projects primarily in Sub-Saharan Africa.  Since the mid-1980s James has directed long-
term youth development, violence mitigation and health services projects on the ground in South Africa and Zimbabwe, 
training and psychosocial support programs for ex-combatants in Nigeria and South Africa, and evidenced-based design 
and evaluation projects in post-conflict and transitional contexts including Guyana, Liberia and Albania. Dr. Statman 
loves reading, folk music, jazz and 1960’s rock and roll and spending his time abroad in pubs and coffee shops talking 
politics, art and sports with the locals. He is presently on assignment in Azerbaijan. 

(Interviewed by Daniel Nead, Ph.D., Div.52 ECP Member) 
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   DANIEL NEAD Ph.D. 
Daniel is currently completing his post-doctoral fellowship at the Veterans Administration hospital in Oklahoma, where 
he works with veterans with physical disabilities. He is looking for opportunities that will help him combine his two main 
passions, working with the international and Deaf communities. His interest in international research was influenced by 
his experiences of moving to England as a child and attending school for several years there, as well as his experiences as 
a Fulbright scholar, for four years, in Israel. His interest in doing research with the Deaf community was greatly informed 
by his Ph.D. years at Gallaudet university in Washington D.C., since Gallaudet’s undergraduate program is exclusively for 
Deaf and hard of hearing students. While in Israel, he completed his dissertation comparing trauma assessment of Deaf 
Israelis to hearing Israelis and Deaf Americans. His research focused on whether the trauma symptoms were true 
psychopathology or cultural expressions of traumatic distress. He is fluent in American and Hebrew Sign Language, and 
enjoys traveling, meeting new people, and getting to experience different cultures. 

(Interviewed by Shraddha Sundaram MA, Div.52 Student Member) 
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   SHRADDHA SUNDARAM M.A. 
After completing her undergraduate studies, Shraddha Sundaram moved from Mumbai to Boston to enter the 
Counseling Psychology program at Boston College, earning her Master’s Degree in 2011.  And while she thoroughly 
enjoyed Boston’s charm and cosmopolitan diversity, she happily left behind the snow and cold to pursue a Ph.D in 
Counseling Psychology at the University of Florida, Gainesville, where she is a fourth year student.  Shraddha is 
completing a summer practicum at the Miami Valley Hospital in Dayton, Ohio where she works with psychiatric and 
substance abuse clients, is applying for internships and continuing her doctoral research on psychological dimensions of 
the complex and at-times fraught interactions between Indian-American and Asian-born Indians.  After completing her 
doctoral degree, she looks forward to a position that will enable her to continue her international psychology research, 
her passion for undergraduate teaching and practice as a counseling psychologist within a college or university setting.  
Recently married, Shraddha enjoys reading fiction, psychology, history, and autobiographies, theater and cinema, 
cooking and baking Indian, Italian and other cuisines, kayaking and canoeing and spending time with her husband. 

(Interviewed by James Statman PhD, Senior Member of Div52) 
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